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AUSTRALASIAN ROAD SAFETY CONFERENCE 
TRAUMA 2018 

Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [9.10 am]: Last week I had the pleasure of both 
participating in the Australasian Road Safety Conference in Sydney as an invited plenary speaker and opening 
Trauma 2018, the twenty-second Annual Scientific Meeting of the Australasian Trauma Society in Perth on behalf 
of my ministerial colleague Hon Roger Cook, the Minister for Health. Both occasions presented fantastic 
opportunities to meet those working to prevent trauma and those who treat it when it occurs. 

With 700 attendees at the Australasian Road Safety Conference, I shared the progress that Western Australia is 
making in road safety. With a 27 per cent reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured on our 
roads each year since the Towards Zero strategy began, we are on the right track with the safe system approach. 
However, with hundreds of people still experiencing serious road trauma each year, we cannot be complacent and 
we will continue to do more. 

This conference brought together road safety leaders from across the country and internationally, notably 
Lauchlan McIntosh, president of the Australasian College of Road Safety, and Associate Professor Jeremy Woolley, 
co-author of the recently released “Inquiry into the National Road Safety Strategy 2011–2020”. We were especially 
fortunate to have with us Hon Dr T. Bella Dinh-Zarr, of the United States National Transportation Safety Board. 

At Trauma 2018, I was delighted to accept, on behalf of the McGowan government, a certificate awarding 
Royal Perth Hospital level 1 trauma verification by the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons. RPH is the first 
hospital in Australia to have received this recognition four times. It is a real recognition that our state is at the 
forefront of trauma care in Australia. The award was presented by Dr John Crozier, chair of the trauma committee 
of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons and the other co-author of the “Inquiry into the National Road Safety 
Strategy 2011–2020”. The certificate was received in the presence of Dr Sudhakar Rao, director of the State Trauma 
Centre at RPH, who has done so much in our state for the cause of road safety. 

Significant local and international figures in the field of trauma surgery also attended, including Professor Fiona Lecky, 
from the United Kingdom; Dr David Zonies, from the USA; Professor Michael Parr, past president of the 
Australasian Trauma Society; Liz Macleod, chief executive of the East Metropolitan Health Service; and 
Dr Lesley Bennett, acting executive director of Royal Perth Hospital. 

It is quite clear from both conferences that there is far too much trauma and perhaps our society has become 
accustomed to trauma being a part of everyday life when it does not have to be that way. Our trauma professionals 
see far too much trauma that is preventable and is a terrible burden for our community. Road safety is a work in 
progress. We must continue to educate, enforce our road laws, and build and operate a road transport system that 
acknowledges that people make mistakes and minimises the consequences of those mistakes. 
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